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Let the daylight shine in, designers say
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ABU DHABI // Consider this energy
paradox: keeping sunlight out ofa _“There seems to be almost.a pho-  cnergy savings of up to 0 per cent in
, hesal

building minimises solar heating aid Florian Techel
,butit Inthe UAE,
allight-  school i o ing s high, potential savings are
esign ityin  smaller but still significant. “You
Dubai. i
‘This problem is common in the ithaart- in," he said.
UAE, where many buildings are de-  ficiallight.” These. pnlcnuml savingsare impor

signed to seal their occupants off The intensity of the sunlight and  tant, consideringthe rapid risein the
from the intense light and heatof  the large number of sunny days in  demand for clekirciy and the fact
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cantlyincreased, “Itis filteringit. countries, said Dr Abdalla al Amiri,
Delegates at th director of i
tureand Davhghl cou(emme, which ~ the Dubai-based Green Technolo-  ergy Award, an initiative to recognise.
took place this week, said that be- energyefficiency projects.
cause of their design, many of the re- During the UAE summer, demand
gion’s buildings also dcpnvud their forelectricityissohigh that the coun-
‘occupants of the healthy benefits of . <l trycannot relysolelyon natural gas to
natural light. ifthe region's generate power and resorts to burn-
“I1 has proven physical and abundantnatural ngerudeoil
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division at the German architecture out, ener: in earbon dioxide emissions,” Dral
and design firm RKW Rhode Keller- '€ gy Amiri said.
‘mann Wawrowsky. efficiency could “Summer electricity consumption
Many of the UAE's e signifi
the people who use them are not - y ter,” he said, adding that the excess
reapingthe benefits thattheefficient  11Cr€ased generating capacity was used in the
management of natural light can Cooler months to run des

yield, according to delegates at the plants
conference, which ended yesterday.
The event was a collaboration b




